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Stapleton-Barnes (Blessed Joan the Maid}. St Joan of Arc,
a short pamphlet, Ufa by J. B. Milburn (Cath. Truth
Society), also gives an excellent summary of St Joan and
her time. English readers, too, are deeply indebted to the
learned researches of the late Canon Wyndham of West-
minster, which have done a vast deal to present a true and
well-informed account of the wondrous heroine, and so
made the labours of her many biographers much easier than
they otherwise would have been.

MAY 31
ST ANGELA MERICI, VIRGIN
(1474-1540)
THOUGH doubtless the bright lights and heavy shades of virtue and vice
were undulating all over Italy, as elsewhere, when St Angela Merici was
born at Desinzano, a small country town to the south-west of Lake Garda,
2ist March, 1474, it is pleasant to think that she was one of the group
of holy women who either contemporary with, or just before her, have so
powerfully aided to foster the traditional piety of Italian rural society.
The very year of Angela's birth, the Blessed Catarina de Palanza was
edifying Verese, while St Veronica of Milan was the wonder for sanctity
of that great and luxurious city. At Orzinovi, in the diocese of Brescia, the
Blessed Stefana Quinzani, and at Mantua, the Blessed Osanna Andreasi,
were just reaching womanhood and both were later to have their share in
the influencing of St Angela's life.
The father of Angela was Giovanni Tommaso Merici. Her mother's
maiden name was Biancosi, but there is, indeed, " a sad dearth" with
regard to the family history of the Saint. There were besides Angela
four other children, one, an elder Sister to whom she was so dearly attached
and three others. One of these was a brother equally dear to Angela, but
as no reference is made to the rest, it has been surmised that they were
either dead at, or shortly after, the time of Angela's birth. The Merici
family seem to have been of the upper middle class, well off, indeed, but
not of noble descent, though some branches of the stock afterwards married
into the patrician houses of Bertalozzi, the Counts Lanfranchi and the
Counts of Tracagno.
In the Merici household the pious custom of family prayers every
night was the rule, and not only that, but Angela's father made it his
practice to read daily to his children extracts from the Lives of the Saints,
especially those passages which illustrated the practical aspects of the